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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Amersham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1949. 

The  leg’islation  which  in  1948  radically  altered  the  organiz- 
ation and  administration  of  medicine  and  surgery  has  now  been 
in  operation  for  a period  of  about  eighteen  months.  In  the 
main,  I think  it  will  be  generally  agreed,  it  has  worked  well. 
There  is  however,  one  sphere  where  it  has  not  worked  out  too 
happily  that  is,  in  the  care  of  the  elderly  patient.  The  legislation 
which  broke  up  the  old  Poor  Law  also  divided  the  aged?  into 
two  categories,  viz,  the  one  category  needing  hospital  treatment 
and  the  other  non-medical  care  and  attention.  The  former  is 
within  the  province  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  the  latter  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Assistance  Authorities.  There  are 
however,  many  elderly  patients  who  cannot  be  so  strictly  classi- 
fied, and  as  in  certain  circumstances  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities  have  defined  responsibilities,  it  must  be  clear  that 
such  cases  often  present  problems  that  are  very  difficult  to  solve. 
It  is  however,  recognised  that  the  chief  obstacle  to  a solution  of 
these  problems  lies  in  the  division  of  responsibility  as  laid 
down  by  the  new  legislation.  • 

' I wish  to  thank  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  ready 
co-operation  during  the  year,  particularly  Mr.  Caudery  for  his 
willing  assistance.  Finally  Sir,  may  I thank  you  and  your  fellow 
Councillors  for  their  interest  in  and  many  kindnesses  to  this 
Department. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


J 


ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  REPORT 


A General  and  Vital  Statistics 

Social  Conditions 
Area : Population 
Rateable  Value 
Births  and  Deaths 


B ‘Health  Services 

Laboratory  Facilities 
Ambulance  Service 
Nursing^ 

Clinics  and  Hospitals 


C Infectious  Diseases 

Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious 
Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Tables  of  Notifications 


D Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supply 
Public  Cleansing 
Sanitary  Inspections 
Rodent  Control 


B Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouse 
Other  Foodstuffs 

F Housing 

Housing  Act,  1936 
Moveable  Dwellings 

G (Factories 


Factories  Act,  1937 


4 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

T.  P.  Evans,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Chief  Samitary  Inspector 
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A General  and  Vital  Statistics 

1,  Statis*'’--'"  and  Vital  Statistics 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,580 

Area  (Acres)  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  46,233 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  11,479 

Rateable  Value  of  Area £303,637 

Sum  representated  by  Id.  Rate  ...  . ...  ...  £1,185  9s. 

Amersham  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  about  72 
square  miles.  It  lies  in  the  South-Eastern  portion  of  the  County 
of  Bucks.,  is  situate  about  25  miles  from  London  and  ranges 
over‘  two  spurs  of  the  Chiltern  Hills. 

Its  characteristic  physical  features  are  its  well  wooded  slopes 
and  hills.  Its  social  conditions  may  be  described  as  those  due 
to  agricultural,  residential  and  industrial  factors.  Until  1939, 
the  increase  in  population  was  mainly  due  to  its  being  a London 
dormitory,  but  since  then  there  has  been  a steady  flow  of  selected 
light  industry  into  the  neighbourhood  which  has  absorbed  a 
high  proportion  of  locally  available  labour.  Its  proximity  to 
London  has  also  tended  to  give  rise  to  the  development  oi 
several  well  marked  urban-type  communities  within  the  rural 
boundaries. 

Despite  the  recent  establishment  of  selected  light  industries 
in  the  district,  several  agencies,  including  the  Council  itself, 
have  co-operated  to  preserve  large  tracts  of  woodlands  for 
their  amenity  value.  The  provisions  of  the  Green  Belt  Act  and 
similar  powers  have  enabled  large  areas  of  the  district  to  be 
; preserved  for  their  amenity  value  within  the  Greater  London 
Planning  Region. 

On  the  whole  therefore  it  may  be  said  that  whilst  there  is  a 
limit  to  the  possible  development,  there  is  increasingly  a ten- 
dency toward  the  better  balance  of  the  agricultural,  industrial 
and  residential  factors  in  the  area. 

The  area  of  the  Amersham  Rural  District  is  46,233  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
for  1949  was  41,580. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
at  the  end  of  1949  was  11,479. 

The  rateable  value  of  all  hereditaments  in  the  District  on  31st 
December  was  £303,637  and  the  product  of  a penny  rate  for 
the  financial  year  1949-50  was  £1,185  9s. 

2.  Births 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• * • 

• • • • • * 

15.5 

Birth  Rate  : England  and  Wales 

... 

« • • • • • 

16.7 

(a)  Live  Births: 

M ales 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

331 

295 

626 

Illegitimate  

9 

10 

19 

6 


(b)  Still  Births:  Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate  ...  ...  6 2 8 

Illegitimate  11  2 

Still  Rate  per  1,000  total  births — 15.2 

(c)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes Nil 

(d)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  20 

Males  Females  T otal 

Legitimate  10  9 19 

Illegitimate  1 - 1 


Deaths  of  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29.0 
Infant  Mortality:  All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  31.0 
England  and  Wales  per  1,000  related  births  32.0 

3.  Deaths 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population  10.7 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.7 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Heart  Diseases 

66 

72 

138 

2.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 
System  ...  

10 

14 

24 

3.  Bronchitis  

12 

5 

17 

4.  Pneumonia 

14 

11 

25 

5.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

4 

7 

6.  Cancer 

33 

39 

72 

7.  Diabetes 

— 

3 

3 

8.  Intra-cranial  Vascular  Les. 

27 

29 

56 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System  ... 

8 

5 

13 

10.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

4 

— 

4 

11.  Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

12.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

8 

3 

11 

13.  Nephritis 

3 

4 

7 

14.  Premature  Birth  

1 

3 

4 

15.  Congenital  Malformation, 
Birth  Injury,  Infant  Dis. 

6 

4 

10 

16.  Measles 

1 

— 

1 

17.  Ac.  Polio-myel : and  polio- 
encept. 

1 

1 

18.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  3 

2 

5 

19.  Suicide 

2 

3 

5 

20.  Road  Traffic  Act 

2 

2 

4 

21.  Other  Violent  Causes 

2 

*7 

/ 

9 

22.  All  Other  Causes  

12 

16 

28 

All  Causes  ...  219 


226 


445 
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Birth-Rates,  Civilian  Death>Rates,  Analysis 
Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious 

(Provisional  Figures  based 


of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Diseases  id  the  Year  1949. 

on  Quarterly  Returns) 


England 

and 

12(3  C.B’s  and 

148  Smaller  Towns 

London 

Great  Towns 

(Resident  Pop. 

Adminia- 

including 

26,000-60,000  at 

trative 

Wales 

London 

1031  Cctsus) 

County 

Rates  per  1,000 

Civilian  Population:— 

Births: 

Live  Births 

16.7  (a) 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

Still  „ 
Deaths: 

0.39  (a) 

0.47 

» 

0.40 

1 

0.37 

All  Causes 
Typhoid  and  Para- 

117(a) 

j 

12.5 

1 11.6 

1 

12.2 

! 1 

typhoid 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

; 0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0 00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

i 0 52 

Influenza 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.00 

- 

- 

& Polioencephalitis 

' 0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0 51 

j 0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

1 

0.01 

I 

1 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.02 

0 01 

0.01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

1.46 

Whooping  Cough 

2.39 

2.44 

2.39 

1.70 

Diphtheria 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.07 

Erysipelas 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

Small  Pox 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

Pneumonia 

0.80 

0.91 

0.65 

0.55 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

A r.n^A 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.18  1 

Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

f 

0.01  1 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.19 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  | 

1 

All  causes  under  i year 
of  age  ; 

Enteritis  & diarrhoea 

32  (b) 

37  ! 

30 

« i 

under  2 years  of  age 

3.0 

3.8  1 

2.4 

1.7 

P®**  ^»*^*^*J  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

Notifications  (Corrected)  ^ ~ 

Puerperal  Fever  and  1 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  | 


8.14 


5.30 


6.82 


(See  also  top  of  page  8) 
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Maf  rnal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


1 

International  List.  Number  and  cause. 

Rates  Mr  1,000 
total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Rates  per 
Million  woman 
aged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.11 

8 

T 41  Abortion  without  sepsis 

0.05 

4 

1 47  Pu  erperal  infections 

0.11 

142-146,  148-150,  Other  maternal  causes 

0.71 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population  (b)  Per  l.OOd  related  births 

B Health  Sersdces 

1.  Hospital  Services 

The  Amersham  Rural  District  is  situate  within  the  area  of 
the  Oxford  Reg’ional  Hospital  Board.  The  Board  has  delegated 
management  responsibilities  of  hospitals  in  this  area  to  High 
Wycombe  and  District  Management  Committee  which  in  turn 
has  delegated  day  to  day  administration  to  two  “House  Com- 
mittees.” One  House  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  Amers- 
ham General  Hospital,  the  Chesham  Hospital  and  The  Stone 
Maternity  Hospital.  The  other  is  responsible  for  the  Chalfont 
and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  organized  and  ad- 
ministered by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry 
of  Health  since  1939,  continues  to  be  administered  on  a 
peace'  time  basis  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  for  an 
initial  period  of  five  years  after  the  appointed  day  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  Service  is  concerned  with  Bacteriology  and  Epidemiology 
in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  Infec- 
tious Disease. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situate  at  Walton 
Street,  Oxford,  and  in  general,  undertakes  free  of  charge,  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  such  specimens  as»  sputum,  nose 
and  throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc. 

The  chemical  examination  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  is 
undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  Infectious  Disease  Ambulances 

Aylesbury  Infectious  Disease  Hospital — One  Ambulance. 

{b)  Ambulance  Services 

The  Bucks  County  Council  has  provided  an  ambulance  service 
for  the  whole  of  the  County  through  the  agency  of  the  Order 
of  St.  John  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  One  ambulance 
will  be  stationed  at  Amersham. 


(c)  Hospital  Car  Cases 

The  Bucks  County  Council,  as  the  Authority  responsible  for 
this  service,  has  made  arrangements  with  the  Women’s  Volun- 
tary Services  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  for  these  bodies 
to  act  as  the  Council’s  agents  and  to  operate  the  service  by  the 
employment  of  volunteer  drivers  with  private  cars,  known  as 
the  Hospital  Car  Service.  In  the  Amersham  area  through  Mrs. 
Keeble,  Apsley  House,  High  Street,  Amersham.  Telephone  No. 
Amersham  1419. 

4.  Midwifery  and,  Home  Nursinq  Service 


NATURE  OF  THE  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  THE  AREA 

Districts  Sei-ved  Name,  Address  and  Telephont 

Qualifications  of  Nurse. 


Amersham 
Amersham  Common 
Chesham  Bois 
Coleshill 
Winchmore  Hill 


Miss  B.  Bywater,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

'Miss  M.  R.  Taylor,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  7 First  Avenue, 
Amersham. 


Amersham 

374 


Chalfont  St.  Giles 
Seer  Green 
Jordans 
Chorley  Wood 
(Bucks  Area) 


Chalfont  St.  Peter 
Gold  Hill. 


Lee  Common 
The  Lee 
Chart  ridge 
Ballinger 
Swan  Bottom 

Ashley  Green 
Whelpley  Hill 
Ley  Hill 
Lye  Green 
Latimer 


\ Miss  M.  C.  Bott,  S.R.N.,  Chal.  St.  G. 

S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  Bay  Cottage,  413 
r Whitehart  La.,  Chal.  St.  (jiles. 

"Miss  H.  E.  Carey,  S.R.N.,  Chal.  St.  G. 
^ S.C.M.,  O.N.,  87 

Beech  Cottage,  Gorelands,  La., 

Qialfont  St.  Giles. 


"Miss  B.  E.  Turner,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N.  and 
"Miss  D.  Heaton,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N.  (Temp.), 
“Strathlene”,  Lower  Road, 
Chalfont  St.  Peter. 


Gerr.  X 

2559 


[Mrs.  V.  Woodward,  S.C.M.,  The  Lee 
( Church  Cottage,  The  Lee,  Gt.  211 
j Missenden. 


V "Miss  M.  Bly,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Chesham 
Shenley  Cottage,  Ley  Hill,  238 

V Chesham. 


Holmer  Green 
Penn  Street 
Penn 

Forty  Green 
Knotty  Green 
Tylers  Green 


Miss  E.  M.  Robinson,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  8 Rose  Avenue, 
,.Hazlemere,  High  Wycombe. 
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Districts  Served 

Little  Missenden 
Great  Missenden 
Little  'Kingshill 
Hyde  Heath 

Haw  ridge 
Bellingdon 
Asheridge 
Biickland  Common 
St.  Leonards 
Cholesbury 


Name,  Address  a}id  Telephone 

Qualifications  of  Nurse. 

I Miss  F.  Parker.  S.C.M.,  Gt.  Miss. 

[ Nurse’s  Cottagie  Rignall  Road,  71 

1 Gt.  Missenden. 


\ Mrs.  R.  Coles,  S.C.M.,  Cholesbury 

Sandpit  Hill,  Buckland  Com-  269 
(^mon.  Nr.  Tring,  Herts. 


Prestwood 
Gt.  Kingshill 
Spurlands  End 
Heath  End 


^Miss  H.  M.  E.  Coulson, 


Gt.  Miss. 
2og 


S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N., 

I Chestnut  Cottage,  Prestwood, 

^ Great  Missenden. 

*These  Nurses  hold  the  Health  Visitors  Certificates  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Infectious  Diseases 

The  above  District  Nurses  do  not  attend  infectious  cases, 
those  cases  that  cannot  be  properly  nursed  by  relatives,  or 
propertly  isolated,  are  sent  into  the  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

5.  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  13  Infant  Welfare  Centres — namely  at  Amersham- 
on-the-Hill;  Whielden  Street,  Amersham;  Chalfont  St.  Giles; 
Chalfont  St.  Peter;  Chartridge  (Lee  Common) ;Winchmore Hill ; 
Great  Missenden;  Little  Chalfont;  Hillside  Rd.,  Chorley  Wood; 
Holmer  Green ; Tylers  Green ; Seer  Green  and  Cholesbury. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  most  of  the 
above  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


School  Clinics 

At  Chesham  (Germain  Street)  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orth- 
opaedic (not  restricted  to  children  of  school  age).  At  Chalfont 
St.  Peter,  Ophthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital. 

Patients  are  also  sent  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  Aylesbury 
and  at  Chesham. 


HOSPITALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  ARE  AS 

FOLLOWS  : 

H ospitals 

,For  Non-inf  ectious  Diseases  : 

(a)  Within  the  District : — 

Chalfont  St.  Peter  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  36,  Men  10,  Women  14,  Children  5,  Private  7. 
Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  are  carried  out 
and  there  is  a fully  equipped  X-ray  apparatus. 

There  is  also  a General  Hospital  at  St.  Marys’,  Whielden 
Street,  Amersham. 
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ib)  Outside  the  District  ; — 

0)  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  21,  Men  8,  Women  7,  Children  5,  and  1 private 

ward. 

There  are  facilities  for  X-ray  examinations. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  in  Chesham. 

(ii)  Royal  Bucks  County  Hospital  at  Aylesbury. 

(iii)  The  War  Memorial  Hospital  at  High 
Wycombe. 

As  the  District  is  only  about  25  miles  from  London,  patients 
are  frequently  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  London  Hospitals. 

For  Infectious  Diseases.  (Other  than  Small  Pox  or 

Tuberculosis) 

Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard  Com- 
mon, Reading. 

The  Colony  for  Epileptics  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  is  also  wuthin 
the  District. 

C.  Infectious  Diseases 

1.  Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 
During  the  year  527  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
received. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year.  26  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  as 
conditions  at  home  were  unfavourable  for  isolation.  The  cases 
were  distributed  throughout  the  district  as  follows  : — 
Amersham  11,  Chalfont  St.  Peter  8,  Chartridge  6,  Chalfont 
St.  Giles  3,  Chesham  Bois  4,  Little  Missenden  3,  Penn  2 and 
Jordans  1. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  158  the  previous  year.  All  the  cases 
occurred  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  as  follows  : — 
Nine  in  January,  6 in  February,  5 in  March,  16  in  April  and 
2 in  May. 

They  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  as  follows  : — 
Amersham  14,  Seer  Green  13,  Chesham  Bois  3,  Chalfont  St. 
Peter  2,  Little  Missenden  2,  Great  Missenden  1,  Chenies  1, 
Ashley  Green  1 and  Chalfont  St.  Giles  1. 

Four  hundred  and  sixteen  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  200  cases  the  previous  year  : 
Eight  cases  occurred  in  January,  66  in  February,  108  in  March, 
71  in  April,  65  in  May,  81  in  June,  12  in  July,  1 in  August, 
1 in  September  and  3 in  October. 
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The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  as 
follows  : 

Amersham  87,  Great  Missenden  63,  Seer  Green  63,  Chalfont 
St.  Giles  67,  Penn  44,  Chalfont  St.  Peter  28,  Chartridge  21, 
Little  Missenden  17,  Chesham  Bois  14,  Jordans  6,  Cholesbury 
4 and  Chenies  2. 

Four  cases  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  were  notified 
during  the  year,  3 cases  at  Amersham  and  1 case  at  Chartridge. 

Eight  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year,  4 
cases  at  Amersham,  1 case  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter,  1 case  at 
Latimer,  1 case  at  Penn  and  1 Case  at  Chalfont  St.  Giles. 

Four  cases  of  Erysipelas,  1 case  at  Ashley  Green  1 case  at 
Amersham,  1 case  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  1 case  at  Chalfont 
St.  Giles. 

Eighteen  cases  of  Dysentery.  All  the  cases  occurred  at  a 
residential  and  day  school  at  Little  Kingshill.  On  investigation 
it  was  found  that  there  were  80  persons  at  risk  of  whom  18  were 
infected  with  a form  of  dysentery  usually  associated  with  food 
and  food  handling.  Specim.ens  of  faeces  were  taken  but  the 
department  were  unable  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  which  occurred  at  Amersham. 


MEASLES 
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Tuberculosis 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relat- 
ing to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed 
in  the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  (relating  to  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  per- 
sons suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1949 


Age  Periods 

! 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

o 

! 

1 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

I 

! 

1 • 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

5 

• 

I 

I 

I 

• 

• 

15 

7 

10 

• 

• 

• 

I 

25 

4 

5 

• 

• 

• 

I 

35 

2 

2 

I 

• 

I 

I 

45 

4 

4 

I 

• 

4 

2 

55 

I 

I 

• 

• 

I 

• 

65  and  over 

3 

• 

• 

• 

2 

• 

TOTALS 

21 

23 

5 

I 

8 

5 

• • 

THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 

D Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

The  work  of  the  Inspectors  during  the  year  was  again  of  a 
general  nature.  The  amount  of  day  to  day  routine  work  was 
such  as  to  prevent  sufficient  time  being  available  for  concen- 
tration on  any  particular  branch  of  our  work  but  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  a complete  survey  of  all  licensed  premises, 
i.e.,  inns,  public  houses  and  hotels  was  commenced.  A con- 
siderable amount  of  time  was  again  spent  on  housing  inspection 
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work  and  particularly  the  inspection  of  sub-standard  properties 
with  a view  to  maintaining  them  in  a weatherproof  condition. 
A particular  problem  for  the  Council  and  no  doubt  to  the 
Country  generally  is  the  housing  of  aged  persons  who  are  living 
in  cottages  which  have  for  a considerable  time  fallen  consider- 
ably short  of  present  day  housing  standards.  Such  property 
cannot  legally  be  dealt  with  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  for  the  reason  that  the  cost  of  the  repairs  and  improve- 
ments necessary  would  be  unreasonable.  Neither  can  they  be 
dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  same  enactment  owing  to 
the  difficulty  in  the  re-housing  of  the  occupants.  The  amount 
of  work  which  we  can  require  to  be  carried  out  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  is  limited  to  keeping  the  premises  in  a rea- 
sonably fit  condition;  furthermore  the  income  of  many  of  these 
tenants  is  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  accept  the  tenancy  of  a 
council  house.  It  is  intended  that  these  aged  persons  should  be 
housed  in  hostels  but  a very  large  percentage  of  them  would 
prefer  to  remain  in  their  own  sub-standard  property  rather  than 
go  to  a hostel.  They  prefer  their  own  home  to  a communal  life. 

Applications  are  being  received  regularly  for  licences  to 
station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  and  in  practically  all  cases 
there  have  been  insufficient  grounds  for  refusing  the  licences 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Such  a report  as  this  would  be  incomplete  without  once  again 
re-iterating  the  urgency  of  the  provision  of  main  drainage  to 
the  more  densely  populated  parts  of  the  district  which  are  not 
already  sewered. 

Details  are  given  below  of  further  extensions  of  the  water 
main  which  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

During  the  very  dry  summer  a small  number  of  applications 
were  received  for  a supply  of  water  to  isolated  premises  and  in 
all  cases  the  co-operation  of  the  fire  service  was  forthcoming 

An  additional  Inspector  was  appointed  and  took  up  his  duties 
towards  the  end  of  September  thus  bringing  up  our  establish- 
ment to  full  strength. 

Water  Supply 

Samples  of  the  water  were  taken  from  the  public  mains  of 
each  of  the  four  Statutory  Water  Undertakings  operating  in 
the  area,  and  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  in  each  c’ase 
the  report  of  the  Analyst  was  satisfactory.  The  results  of 
analytical  reports  are  given  in  the  schedule  to  the  appendix. 

During  the  year,  the  following  extensions  of  the  water  mains 
were  carried  out : — 
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Situation 


Parish 


Little  Missenden 
Chartridge 
Great  Missenden 
Great  Missenden 


Approx,  length 
of  extension 
in  yards 
330 
243 
220 
186 


Xeepers  Lane,  Hyde  Heath 
Ramscoat  Lane,  Bellingdon 
Spurlands  End 
Church  Path,  Prestwood 
(Replacement  of  iin.  service 
pipe  with  2in.  pipe.) 

The  cost  of  carrying  out  these  extensions  was  £973  but  con- 
tributions’ from  frontagers  to  these  extensions  amounted  to  £230 
making  a total  of  £743  paid  by  the  Council. 

Negotiations  were  also  commenced  for  an  extension  of  the 
main  at  Howard  Road,  Seer  Green  and  The  Common,  Holmer 
Green. 

Thirty-one  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  as  follows  : 

Source  of  Supply 

Rainwater  Bore  Public  Mains 

15  15  1 


The  reports  of  the  Bacteriologist  on  nineteen  of  the  samples 
were  satisfactory,  and  the  reports  on  the  other  twelve  samples 
indicated  Contamination  in  varying  degrees.  Appropriate  action 
was  taken  in  these  cases,  including  the  service  of  one  Statutory 
Notice. 

During  the  year  four  Statutory  Notices  to  provide  a piped 
supply  of  water,  were  complied  with,  three  of  which  were  out- 
standing at  December  31,  1948. 


Sanitary  Instyections  of  the  Area 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits 
during  the  year:  — 

Nature  of  Inspection  or  Visit  No. 


GENERAL  SANITATION 

Water  Supply  (including  sampling)  

Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Factories  and  Workplaces  ... 

Outworkers 

Refuse  Collection  : Refuse  Disposal 
Schools 

Licensed  Premises 
Miscellaneous 

Informal  Notices  Statutory  Notices 

Served  66  Sensed  5 

Complied  with  72  Complied  ndth  2 

(10  of  7vhich  ivcrc  outstav.dina 
at  31-12-48). 


143 

283 

74 

84 

40 

3 

32 

6 

95 

305 
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HOUSING 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  106 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses ...  'G 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 69 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  in  connection  with  overcrowding  8 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  •••  1 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  for. Vermin  ...  ...  ...  13 

Re-visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ...  ...  ...  •••  10 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  196 
Miscellaneous ...  ...  •••  •••  1^^ 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  39 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat  Inspection,  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  215 

Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  245 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Visits  in  connection  with  Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  33 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  58 

GAME  ACT,  1831 

No.  of  Game  Licences  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  New  Licences  issued 1 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS.,  1928  and  1936 
No.  of  Licences  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

No.  of  New  Licences  issued g 

No.  of  Licences  transferred  .. . ....  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

No.  of  Factories  on  register  at  end  of  year  131 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  ...  ’ 40 

No.  of  Defects  Found  ...  ...  ...  g 

No.  of  Defects  Remedied  . . 7 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

No  of  Slaughterman’s  Licences  renewed  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  new  Licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

RATS  AND  MICE,  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 

No.  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,425 

No.  of  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

No.  of  premises  re-treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 
SERVICE 

The^  services  have  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year 
with  improved  plant  and  labour  conditions.  Two  new  Cesspool 
Emptying  Vehicles  have  been  delivered  and  one  old  vehicle 
taken  out  of  service,  making  a total  of  nine  cesspool  emptying 
vehicles  now  in  the  Council’s  service. 

Three  refuse  collection  vehicles  were  delivered  during  the 
year,  which  enabled  one  old  lorry,  used  temporarily  on  refuse 
collection,  to  be  taken  out  of  service.  A total  of  eight  refuse 
collection  vehicles  are  now  in  operation,  and  a weekly  service 
is  being  maintained. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

During  the  year,  twenty-six  houses  were  connected  to  the 
sewer  in  the  Parishes  of  Amersham,  Chesham  Bois  and  Little 
Missenden. 

The  only  parts  of  the  district  which  at  present  have  a main 
drainage  system  are  Amersham,  Chesham  Bois,  Great  Missen- 
den and  Little  Missenden.  The  remainder  of  the  district 
depends  upon  cesspool  drainage. 

Samples  of  Sewage  Effluent  were  taken  periodically  for- 
analysis. 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Slip  ply 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors 
visits  the  Inspectors  continued  their  activity  in  connection  with 
the  producton  of  milk  at  the  farms  and  it  was  a disappointment 
to  us  when  the  responsibility  for  the  production  of  milk  was 
transferred  from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  by  virtue  of  the  coming  into  operation  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1944,  on  the  1st  October,  1949.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  good  standard  which  we  claim  to  have  obtained 
in  the  district  will  not  only  be  m_aintained  but  will  be  further 
improved. 

Two  milk  producers  were  served  with  Notices  to  provide 
their  premises  with  an  adequate  and  suitable  supply  of  water 
and  in  both  cases  the  dairymen  moved  to  other  more  suitable 
premises. 
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Thirty-four  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  as  follows  : 

A\ccredited  Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  Ungraded 

(Pasteurised) 

2 2 2 28 
Of  these,  twenty  were  satisfactory,  eight  were  fairly  satis- 
factory and  the  remaining  six  were  considered  unsatisfactory. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND 
STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGU- 
LATIONS, 1949. 

During  the  year  18  Licences  were  issued  under  the  above 
Regulations,  10  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested^  six 
to  use  the  designation  Pasteurised  and  two  to  use  the  designation 
Sterilised. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhotise. 

The  work  of  the  department  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  was  considerably  increased  when,  at  the  beginning  of 
October  Messrs.  Brazils  slaughterhouse  at  Amersham  was  put 
into  operation  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  figures*  below  that  a total  of  16,463  pigs  were  slaughtered 


Cattle. 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

- 

* 

- 

- 

1 

1 6,45^  1 

1 

1 Number  inspected 

- 

- 

- 

16,463  1 

All  diseases  except 
1 Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

10  i 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
1 or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

- 

.J 

1 Percentage  of  the  number 
1 inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
i culosis 

m 

i 

1 

i 

i-5b  i 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

^5  ; 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

• 

447 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

• . 

- 

'Z.8 

JO 


at  the  Prestwood  and  Amersham  Slaughter  Houses  during  the 
year  compared  with  a total  of  9,770  pigs  slaughtered  during 
1948.  The  total  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the 


slaughter  houses  was 

7 tons  7 cwt.  18  lb. 

Other  FoodstufiEs, 

The  details  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned  during 
are  as  follows  : — 

the 

Whale  Meat 

••• 

...  30 

lb. 

Dried  Egg 

•••  •««  ••• 

...  14 

yf 

Mutton  Fat 

•••  «•*  ••• 

...  42 

Venison 

•••  •** 

...  14 

yy 

Carcase  Meat 

••• 

...  14554 

yy 

Sweephat 

•••  ••• 

...  112 

yy 

Tea 

•••  *«• 

...  29 

yy 

Sausages  (beef,  pork 

and  liver)  ... 

56 

yy 

Butter 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  ^ 

yy 

Bacon 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  1171 

yy 

Cheese  

...  961 

yy 

Wet  Fish  

•••  •••  ••• 

...  13024 

yy 

Salted  Pork 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  142 

yy 

Chickens 

Eggs 

Pork  Pies 
Sweephat 
Mixed  Peel 
Chocolate  Spread 
Pastry  Mixture 
Meat  Paste 
Salad  Cream 
Tomatoes 
V egetables 
Mixed  Pickles 
Sandwich  Spread 
Honey 
Jam 

Marmalade 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Olives 
Coffee 
Sauce 
Lime  Juice 


Vegetables  ... 
Meat 

Processed  Cheese 


Tinned  Goods 


24 

601 

6 

19  packets 
3 „ 

1 „ 

367  „ 

1 jars 
115  „ 

6 . 

105  „ 

542 

15  „ 

6 „ 

7 

10  „ 

1 

1 „ 

16  bottles 

41  „ 

1 


165 

617 

1 


tins 
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Milk  (condensed)  ... 

•••  ••• 

...  1234 

tins 

„ (evaporated) 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  /30 

Fruit  

•••  •••  ••• 

...  112 

jy 

J am  ...  ...  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  18 

yy 

Fish  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  91 

yy 

Apple  Puree 

•••  ••• 

1 

yy 

Fish  Paste  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

2 

yy 

Soup  ...  ... 

•••  ••• 

. . . 48 

yy 

Golden  Corn 

•••  •••  ••• 

1 

yy 

Sausages  

•••  •••  ••• 

...  4 

yy 

Meat  Paste 

•••  •••  ••• 

1 

yy 

Marmalade 

••• 

...  105 

yy 

Tomatoes 

•••  •••  ••• 

7 

yy 

Baked  Beans 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  41 

yy 

Meat  and  Vegetable 

Stew 

5 

yy 

Grape  Fruit  Juice 

•••  ••• 

9 

yy 

Blended  Juice 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  24 

y* 

Pudding  

•••  •••  ••• 

7 

yy 

Dehydrated  Meat  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  22 

yy 

Mushrooms 

•••  •••  ••• 

1 

yy 

Tomato  Juice 

•••  •••  ••• 

3 

yy 

Orange  Juice 

•••  ••• 

...  10 

yy 

Golden  Syrup 

•••  ••• 

1 

yy 

F>ood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Section  14. 

During  the  year  a total  of  twenty-nine  premises  were  regis- 
tered under  the  above  section,  twenty-five  for  the  manufacture 
and/or  sale  of  ice-cream,  two  for  fish  frying  and  two  for  the 
manufacture  of  sausages,  making  a total  in  the  register  of  sixty- 
nine  premises  registered,  fifty-nine  for  the  manufacture,  sale 
or  storage  of  ice  cream,  eight  for  the  preparation  and  manu- 
facture of  sausages  and  preserved  foods  and  two  for  fish  frying. 

F Housing 

A considerable  amount  of  cottage  property  was  inspected  and" 
in  practically  all  cases  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  they 
were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

Five  demolition  orders  were  served  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936.  Two  cottages  were  pulled  down  which  have 
been  the  subject  of  demolition  orders  for  a considerable  time. 
Two  Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  both  were  complied 
with. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  a recommendation  made  by  the 
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department  that  in  all  cases  where  sub-standard  property  be- 
comes vacant  and  which  cannot  be  effectively  patched  up  or 
properly  repaired  and  re-conditioned  owing  to  the  cost  of  the 
work,  such  cottages  shall  be  dealt  with  immediately  they  become 
vacant  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Some  further  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
Rural  Housing  Survey  in  the  Parishes  of  Great  Missenden, 
Amersham,  Chartridge  and  The  Lee. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  Council  approved  an  additional  27  applications  for 
licences  to  erect,  station  and  use  moveable  dwellings  and  the 
total  number  of  licences  current  on  the  31st  December,  1949 
was  114. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  occupier  of  a site  at 
Amersham  had  allowed  two  caravans  to  be  occupied  for  a 
longer  period  than  42  successive  days  without  a licence  being 
in  force  and  the  Council  resolved  to  proceed  against  him. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

A number  of  different  types  of  premises  were  disinfested 
during  the  year,  and  in  most  cases  a 5 per  cent,  solution  of 
D.D.T.  was  used.  Gammexane  Smoke  Generators,  Thermatox 
Blocks  and  D.D.T.  were  also  used  with  considerable  success. 
The  above  were  used  against  fleas,  bed  bugs,  flies,  spider  beetle, 
cock-roaches,  etc. 


G Factories  Act,  1937  (See  Table  page  23). 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUT  WORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

The  number  of  Outworkers  notified  in  accordance  with  Section 
110  (i)  (c)  was  sixty.  They  were  engaged  in  Brush  making 
(37);  Curtain  and  furniture  hangings  (15);  Wearing  apparel 
(5)  and  Textile  weaving  (3). 


:Scpte\mb£rj  1949 


(Signed)  T.  P.  EVANS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  
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APPENDIX  I 


Borough  of  Southwark, 


M.81 


Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sample  of  water  from  water  supplied  by  Bucks  Water  Board. 


Appearance  and  Colour 

Reaction  (pH) 

Free  Chlorine 

Total  Solids 
Loss  on  ignition 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 
Ogygen  absorbed  (3  hrs 
Hardness  (Temporary) 
Hardness  (Permanent) 
Hardness  (Total) 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper  and 


@ 98 


F.) 


Zinc) 


Clear  and  colourless 

7.8 
nil 

Parts  per  100,000 
19.3 
2.0 
1.5 

0.0002 
0.0002 
0.70 
nil 
nil 

10.5 

2.0 

12.5 

not  found 


For  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  chemically 
of  high  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking. 

i 

(Sipned)  D.  H.  Button, 

Public  Analyst. 
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APPENDIX  II 


Boroug'h  of  Southwark, 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 


M.74 


Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 


ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  I 

Sample  of  water  from  main.  Water  supplied  by  Amersham, 


Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Co. 
Appearance  and  Colour 

Free  Chlorine 

Total  Solids 
Loss  on  ignition 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 
Ogygen  absorbed  (3  hrs.  @98"  F.) 
Hardness  (Temporary) 

Hardness  (Permanent) 

Hardness  (Total) 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper  and  Zinc) 


Clear  and  colourless 

0.012  parts  per  million 
Parts  per  100,000 

34.6 
4.0 
1.6 

0.0004 
0.0010 
0.42, 
nil 
nil 

24.6 
2.3 

26.9 

not  found 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
chemical  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking. 


(Signed)  D.  H.  Button, 
Public  Analyst. 
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Total  Samples  Q)llected : 


THE  CARLTON  PRESS 
BROADWAY 
CHESHAM,  BUCKS. 


